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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive dally & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-trme service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 




"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Alert 

Long period swells 
to affect Aruba 

ORANJESTAD --A frontal system on the Atlantic can in¬ 
fluence Aruba's waters this week. Be advised that from 
March 11 to 15 long period northerly swells will influence 
Aruba. Due to Aruba's bathymetry some of these swells 
will refract and make the seas near the hotel area choppy 
from time to time. Most impacted area will be low-rise 
hotel area. Expect sea transparancy to drop and some 
breakers mainly near the low-rise area and Malmok 
area.On the northern shores expect rough conditions 
with rip current. 

WINDS : EAST WINDS 16 KTS with gusts up to 27 KTS 

WAVE HEIGHT : 4 to 8 feet. 

AVERAGE WAVE PERIOD : 6 Seconds. 

WAVE DIRECTION: EAST 


The Largest Selection of 
Liquors on the Island! 


Lowest prices guaranteed! 
We also deliver 


A great variation in wines also 

L.G. Smith Blvd. 150 
Certified Megamall 
Tel: 5883369 < 

Open: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. LIQUORfflOP 



HRH Princess Laurentien in 
exclusive interview to 
THE MORNING NEWS 


— 



TMN reporter Rosalie Klein with HRH Princess Laurentien 


The 2nd Aruba Women's 
Conference on Friday March 
8, International Women's 
Day, was proud to welcome 
HRH Princess Laurentien of 
the Netherlands as their 
keynote speaker. She stirred 
the audience with her impas¬ 
sioned address and belief re¬ 
garding creativity and 
credibility of youth, and con¬ 
cern for their future. 

Princess Laurentien is the 
daughter of Former Dutch 
Minister of Economic Af¬ 
fairs, Laurens Brinkhorst. 
Her advanced studies in¬ 
cluded History, and has a BA 
in Political Science from 
University of London and a 
Masters Degree in Journal¬ 
ism from the University of 
California, Berkeley. She 
married HRH Prince Con¬ 
stant^ n, the third and 
youngest son of HRM Queen 
Beatrix of the Netherlands, in 
2001 and they have three 
children. 

Princess Laurentien has 
been a staunch advocate of li¬ 
teracy and the potential of 
children all her adult life. She 
was appointed UNESCO 
Special Envoy on "Literacy 
for Development," due to her 
"profound dedication to the 
Organization's Ideals." She 
was a co-recipient of the 
Major Bosshardt Prize in 
2010 for her work in combat¬ 
ing illiteracy. She also holds 
the Chair of the European 
Cultural Foundation and the 
Dutch Reading and Writing 
Foundation, among many po¬ 
sitions pertaining to chil¬ 
dren's educational 

advancement. 

HRH Princess Laurentien 
first visited Aruba in 2012 to 
present the second in a series 
of children's books she has 
authored, "Mr. Finny and the 
Other Side of the Water," 
which has been translated 
into Papiamento. The series' 
main character is a very curi¬ 
ous and friendly dolphin. Her 
books are aimed at teaching 


children to learn tolerance for 
different people and respect 
for the environment. Climate 
change and preserving the 
environment has become an¬ 
other of her principal con¬ 
cerns, and she is now part of 
a program to encourage 
youth to bring these concerns 
and solutions home to their 
families. TMN was honored 
to sit with her at the Divi 
Phoenix and discuss these is¬ 
sues. 

TMN: Was Aruba a sur¬ 
prise for you on your first 
visit? Was it different than 
what you may have perceived 
as a Caribbean nation? 

HRH Princess Lauren¬ 
tien: I don't think so. What 
was important when I came 
here for the first time was, 


what we thought through, 
was what I could bring to the 
amazing energy here on 
Aruba, which is usually the 
way I work. It's not about me, 
its not about Mr. Finney, but 
we can be a catalyst, we can 
help...What was already 
going on that we could bring 
together? 

I felt that by the time I ar¬ 
rived, thanks to the great co¬ 
operation of the government 
and Alice (van Romondt of 
the Ministry of Culture) it all 
fell together very naturally. I 
visited schools, I talked to 
people from the sustainability 
field and it was really fantas¬ 
tic. I am not a person who 
keeps preconceived notions. 


Continued on page 3 
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Open Daily 8pm -10ish ’ All you can eat 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm pancakes S coffee 

Lunch/Dinner 12pm -10ish 

phone number 586-3904 2Efl0s/loa$t 

& 



NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week, 

delivery In hotel area 



Coffee *4.49 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 



Across from Radisson Resort 
fc ehind the "1^ Aruba sign* 


-l 5 Burgers Aruba 



loiivory in nuTCi area * —^^ p • ^ o kk 

r orders oversso Breakfast entree! BurgePS, TPieS.. A More! 



Delivery Available 11 am - 3 am 


The community is more 
aware of mosquito 
brewing locations 



One of the government depart¬ 
ments which travel weekly 
through our Barrios is the de¬ 
partment for the extermination 
of yellow fever mosquitoes 
(Gele Koorts Muskietenbestri- 
jding). The representatives of 
this department make every ef¬ 
fort to educate citizens on the 
need to be cautious with re¬ 
spect to mosquito brewing lo¬ 
cations. 

According to Sigmar Be¬ 
tancourt of the department for 
the extermination of yellow 
fever mosquitoes, everything 
is moving along nicely and we 
are keeping a constant control. 
He indicated that the situation 
is better now than before, espe¬ 
cially now that the rainy sea¬ 
son has passed. 


His experience has shown 
that our citizens have become 
much more conscious com¬ 
pared to the past. He still en¬ 
counters some brewing spots 
here and there in homes with 
tires, buckets or barrels con¬ 
taining water. Whenever they 
encounter these on more than 
two occasions at the same re¬ 
sidence the residents are 
warned and then they treat the 
water with a special substance 
and of course all containers are 
turned upside down. 

In general our people have 
become very conscious of the 
situation and are making sure 
that there are no brewing spots 
in their yards. People have no 
fear of the visits by the depart¬ 
ment. 


r With more than . n 
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Italiestraat 40-tel: 7456734 j 
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Former Astronaut Wubbo Ockels 
visits ISA students 


Ever since his arrival here on 
board his Ecolution Yacht, 
former Astronaut Wubbo 
Ockels has been spreading 
his message of a safer world 
for this generation and for 
the future...create sustainable 
management and save our 
planet! According to Ockels, 
“it is not our space that is 
unique, it is our world, and 
we must conserve it.” 

In the presence of over 75 
students at the International 
School of Aruba, Wubbo 
Ockels gave an impressive 
presentation of the reasons 




we should work towards en¬ 
suring that we have a better 
tomorrow. He had students 
listen to a recording of 
NASA and the space shuttle 
during the time that he was in 
space. He explained to stu¬ 
dents how that in space there 
is no gravity, everything 
floats. Even the Orange Juice 
they drank became like a ball 
floating in air. For the astro¬ 
nauts to be able to sleep they 
had to be tied down. In space 
everything is dark and there 
is no life. But when they look 
outside at the world, there is 
life there. The world is very 
unique, not space, this is why 
we must protect and preserve 
our world. 

Ockels encouraged stu¬ 
dents to begin implementing 
solar panels at their homes. 


Begin with one panel and in¬ 
crease this yearly, it will help 
protect our world by chang¬ 


ing the way we produce en¬ 
ergy. Ockels surprised the 
students with the statement., 
“I can tell you that one bottle 
of water of one liter can pro¬ 
duce electricity for the entire 
island of Aruba for one 
year!” 

Ockels then showed pic¬ 
tures of vehicles running on 
solar energy that they used 
for a competition in Aus¬ 
tralia, and, a bus that is cur¬ 
rently under construction that 
will use clean energy. Ockels 
appealed to the students to 
try developing sustainable 
energy projects at school. 

Continued on page 5 
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PECIAL 



Valid only for the month of March, 

Bring this coupon to get this promotion 

3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer, entree and dessert 


Appetizers 

[ Fish Soup, French Onion Soup, Salad 1 

Entree choices include 
these specialties 

Aruban Combo, Cabrico Stoba, Ribs, Kcshi Ycna 1 
Chicken, Fishermans Loot, Gasparito Chicken 1 

Desserts 

Ice Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake j 



# ■ ~o. 


i)on jf forget doooroJtr early bird special 
running between 5:30 to 6:301 
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Sun wear from 

MONACO 


now on 


Havenstraat 32 tel: 583-0 

Behind Royal Plaza Mall 


ARUBA! 


HRH Princess Laurentien in exclusive interview to TMN 



Continued from page 1 

TMN: What was your impres¬ 
sion of the island upon your 
first visit? 

HRH Princess Lauren¬ 
tien: There are many things I 
love about Aruba. One is the 
sense of hospitality; true, au¬ 
thentic deeply-ingrained, sin¬ 
cere hospitality. This is a 
symbol of a mindset, and the 
mindset is "we are part of 
something bigger. We are part 
of the Netherlands, part of the 
Caribbean, part of a world." 
This is why the "Green Vision" 
is so inspiring, so important 
and feels so natural. 

The sense of tremendous 
energy you have here: the 
number of NGO’s and initia¬ 
tives at community level and 
this sense of "can do." I see 
people always looking for op¬ 
portunities, possibilities and 
not thinking about all the rea¬ 
sons why you shouldn't be 
doing something. I feel Aruba 
has everything, given the fact 


that you have a small scale, but 
ultimately a big reach. You 
have it all to make the ambi¬ 
tions of the Green Vision hap¬ 
pen. I said in my Women's Day 
speech that the one danger is 
the fragmentation. 

TMN: So instead of every¬ 
one going off in different tan¬ 
gents, there is a need to focus 
that energy for cooperation and 
collaboration? 

HRH Princess Lauren¬ 
tien: Yes. I think achieving 
green ambitions is like putting 
together one gigantic jigsaw 
puzzle. I believe all the pieces 
of the puzzle already exist in 
Aruba. The scalability and the 
true impact will be about con¬ 
necting all the pieces of the 
puzzle. 

TMN: What inspired you 
to create the series of "Mr. 
Finny" books? 

HRH Princess Lauren¬ 
tien: I had been working on 
sustainability for many years, 


but more from a strategic point 
of view; working with NGO's 
and corporations. Then, in 
2007 I had read that the Rus¬ 
sians had planted a flag 4000 
meters under the ice if the 
North Pole. This ignited in me 
a sense of amazement, which I 
find children also have, of 
"why are we doing this?" This 
flag became a symbol for me 
of how we are treating the 
planet. If you think of the Arc¬ 
tic as a symbol of the earth, we 
really should all have a sense 
of responsibility. What hap¬ 
pens to the Arctic region has an 
impact on the entire planet. 

We should keep in mind 
Antarctica, where all countries 
agreed this, is an area in the in¬ 
terest of all mankind. (The 
Antarctic Treaty System, ATS, 
was established in 1961 and 
currently has 50 signatory na¬ 
tions. The parameters declare 
the continent a scientific pre¬ 
serve, guaranteeing freedom of 


scientific investigation and 
bans military activity.) I have 


the same sense for the Arctic. 
This "why" is a question we 
need to ask a lot more often. 
For me, it is a moral question. 

I felt we needed a totally 
different way for handling this 
debate. Yes, discussion of poli¬ 
cies is very important, but first, 
I wanted to develop a book 
around morality. I was strug¬ 
gling with the concept, then I 
started reading about what 
children and young people are 
saying about the planet. I was 
missing this authentic, "Why" 
that children and young people 
still have in them. It was as if 
they are trying to be adults, but 
their authentic voice, which we 
so need, wasn't there. So I 
thought if I develop a chil¬ 
dren's book that gives them 
that anchor to have that dialog, 
that platform to voice their 
Why Questions to adults, as it 
needed to be a reading aloud 
book, then maybe it can create 
another kind of dialog. 

TMN: Do you find this 
next generation, at a surprising 
young age, is showing such 
concern about the planet they 
will inherit? 

HRH Princess Laurentien: 

Absolutely. I find this next 
generation is better informed, 
more concerned and is very 
motivated to do something. It 
is innately there. 
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HRH Princess Laurentien in exclusive 
interview to TMN 


Continued from page 3 

All we need to do is empower 
them, give them the tools to 
make it happen and give them 
the podium to actually speak 
up. Perhaps we too quickly 
may make the mistake of giv¬ 
ing them decision power, as, I 
think, it is still adults, in 
power in companies and gov¬ 
ernments who ultimately 
make decisions. But we can 
still use this innate motiva¬ 
tion, this thinking power of 
children to make us think dif¬ 
ferently, and come up with 
new directions for new solu¬ 
tions, which we all know are 
needed. We are also breaking 
through this inter-generation 
lock in, we have to stimulate 
children that this is the right 
way of thinking. This is how 
we are creating new leaders 
and new mindsets. 

HRH Princess Laurentien 
explained "Children are 
teaching me that ultimately, in 
order to affect change, you 
have to understand why peo¬ 
ple are motivated to do some¬ 
thing that is right for the 
planet, or not right for the 
planet. If you understand that, 
you are one step further for¬ 
ward in tapping into that mo¬ 
tivation. If we can bring out 
those insights, that under¬ 
standing, because they have 
it, that understanding of what 

The World Health 
Organization 
(WHO) 

ranks Aruba’s drinking 
water as meeting the 
highest safety standards. 
Please drink the water 










motivates people, they come 
up with very creative solu¬ 
tions. That is my idea, taking 
that input, giving it a platform 
and connecting it to the pro¬ 
cesses and decisions in the 
adult world, where we can ac¬ 
tually use it." 

"As adults, we often step 
over this very important un¬ 
derstanding of why people are 
motivated yes or no. Then 
people feel as if they can't do 
anything. When it comes to 
the environment they feel in¬ 
effectual, "What does it mat¬ 
ter? What can I, as one person 
do for the environment?" A 
good example is this cam¬ 
paign we have with WWF 
and Unilever, ("Shower 5 
Minutes Less" being pro¬ 
moted in a test group of 
Dutch schools) adults would 
call this a "warm water reduc¬ 
tion campaign." For children, 
the point of action is 5 min¬ 
utes less of showering. Well, 
let's focus on that; that is the 
action. All the other stuff, 
which is the effect, what we 
ultimately which to achieve, 
we separate. We send them on 
a mission: have the dialog and 
have the action within your 
family. If you then multiply 
that by a hundred schools, 
thousands and thousands of 
families, you actually start to 


scale it up." 

"Ultimately, all these ac¬ 
tions of change for consumers 
are really simple things. We 
have to multiply it by millions 
of people, but the actual indi¬ 
vidual actions over our energy 
sources are ultimately really 
simple." 

"This is where the jigsaw 
puzzle comes together," poin¬ 
ted HRH Princess Laurentien. 
"Technological transitions 
take longer. It is an and/and 
story; it is never an either/or 
story. So AND consumer be¬ 
havior, AND green technolo¬ 
gies, AND perhaps financing 
mechanisms, AND insuring 
we have the right policies that 
stimulate investments in 
green energy, they are all part 
of the jigsaw puzzle. No one 
should underestimate the 
power of the individual fam¬ 
ily to make a difference." 

"This is where, and specif¬ 
ically in Aruba, the tremen¬ 
dous opportunities exist in 
connecting the tourism indus¬ 
try and the tourists," she con¬ 
cluded. The local community 
and tourist community should 
not be separate. Through 
connecting children, who are 
so easy at this, even if they 
don't speak the same lan¬ 
guage. By giving a sense to 
the children, who in all my 
discussions with the local 
young people I find them so 
motivated to do the right thing 
for their island which they are 
so proud of. If you find a way 
of empowering them to bring 
that motivation to the children 
of families visiting the island, 
than magic can happen. If it 
can be conceptualized in the 
right way, then Aruba can re¬ 
ally make a difference. I hope 
to work with many different 
organizations here to make 
that happen." 

Rosalie Klein 




Mr. David Lambert wins 
$1,686,29 at the Aura 
Casino! 


Mr. David Lambert found his lucky streak in the newly 
renovated Aura Casino "where players win." He won a 
total amount of $1,686,29 at the Aura Casino at the Oc¬ 
cidental Grand while playing on the brand new slot ma¬ 
chine "Wild Blue". Staff & Management congratulate Mr. 
Lambert on his great win. The center of Aruba has defi¬ 
nitely shifted here at the Aura Casino, which happens to 
be smack-dab in the middle of all the action on Palm 
Beach. Come and try your luck, maybe you can be one 
of Aura Casino's next lucky winners! 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Local youth presents 
rhythmical musical clip 
recorded here 



"The Record Men," a local 
musical group just recently 
presented their contagious 
recording clip called The 
Rhythm.’ This is a production 
of Stefen Bartels Daal together 
with Patrick Graham. The pro¬ 
duction and filming of the 
project took place right here on 
Aruba. 

Actors in the production are 
model Faisuli Torres, dancers 
of Step by Step Dance Aca¬ 
demy and a backdrop of beau¬ 
tiful landscapes of Aruba, 
making the clip a delight to 
watch. 

"The Rhythm" is a combi¬ 
nation of Latin/Caribbean 
music with Electric House and 
Soul. 

In the song attributes of our 


island, such as happiness and 
joy resound. Hence, Aruba is 
the perfect place for filming 
such a production. The authors 
of the song believe that it was 
important to integrate our is¬ 
land with its culture in the clip. 
This is also very obvious when 
you watch the video clip. 
What's more, you will also see 
the different beautiful places 
around the island. To see the 
clip online, go to 
http://www.youtube.com/watc 
h? feature=player_embed- 
ded& v=5 v7 CmKybF dM. 

The Aruba Tourism Autho¬ 
rity supports this type of pro¬ 
ject where talented young 
people in combination with 
their education can promote 
our island. 


Former Astronaut Wubbo Ockels ... 

Continued from page 2 



The ISA showed Ockels a 
gardening project they have 
recently begun as a pilot 
project, producing vegeta¬ 
bles and fruit organically. 

Professor Dr. Ockels is 
here on Aruba with his Yacht 
Ecoluton which propels 


green energy and uses the 
extra energy for all other ne¬ 
cessities, such as warm 
water, oven, and a refrigera¬ 
tor during their voyage. He 
crossed the Atlantic from Eu¬ 
rope to Aruba without using 
any combustible fossil fuel. 


Ockels is working together 
with the Aruba BOAruba 
team on making students 
aware of the importance of 
using green energy, on the 
benefits of recycling actions 
and on the damage that fossil 
fuels cause our environment. 























6 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Monday, March 11, 2013 



Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 


N.V. 


Mainsf reef Downtown Aruba_^, 


Befit 
-gi rcindfi 
'Befit 
pricefi 


for the/ 

Wholes 

farhty 


Menswear, 
boyswearand more 


v\° c 

Textile^ notions, 
f Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroonn and more. 


►Office, Luggages and 
sporting gear. 

Comming soon Cafetaria! 

Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 3 In the beginning of the mainstreet, 


^#Ladies, girls £■»( 

^g^and baby wear 4 s| 


Arubcty 

'Bi^efit 

Stores 


n 

■Q 

3 

k. 

< 


I 


C 

5 

o 


0> 

<D 

k. 

*» 

(A 

C 

'5 


Venezuela sets first post-Chavez 
election for April 14 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


UN: Syrian refugees may 
double or triple this year 


ANKARA (AFP) - The num¬ 
ber of Syrian refugees, already 
past the million mark, could 
double or triple by the end of 
the year if no solution is found 
to the conflict, the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
said yesterday. 

Antonio Guterres said the 
UNHCR could only "mitigate" 
the suffering of the people but 
the responsibility to find a so¬ 
lution fell on "those that have 
political responsibilities." 

"Now if this escalation goes 
on and nothing happens to 
solve the problem we might 
have in the end of the year a 
much larger number of 
refugees: twice or three times 
the present level," Guterres 
told reporters in Ankara. 

The warning came days 
after the UN said the number 
of Syrian refugees had hit one 
million, two years after the re¬ 
volt erupted. 

A year ago, the UN agency 
had only registered 33,000 
refugees, but the numbers es¬ 
calated as the war intensified, 
sending waves of refugees into 
neighbouring countries. 

"Everything depends 


whether we'll have or not a po¬ 
litical solution," Guterres said. 
"But we need to be prepared 
for a very strong increase of 
the present numbers." 

The commissioner said the 
average daily arrivals in neigh¬ 
bouring countries were on the 
constant rise as the numbers 
increased from 3,000 refugees 
in December to 8,000 in Feb¬ 
ruary. 

"This shows you the stag¬ 
gering escalation that we are 
witnessing," he said. 

The conflict, which accor¬ 
ding to UN figures has cost 
70,000 lives, needs be stopped 
while the international com¬ 
munity still has the capacity to 
respond to it, he added. 

Guterres is in Turkey to 
meet officials and discuss the 
situation of the more than 
180,000 refugees who have 
taken shelter in several camps 
set up along Turkey-Syria bor¬ 
der. 

Ankara says the real num¬ 
ber is much higher as at least 
70,000 others live in houses 
they have rented elsewhere in 
Turkey. 


CARACAS (AFP) - Venezue¬ 
lan political parties began re¬ 
gistering candidates yesterday 
for a snap election on April 14, 
setting the stage for a bruising 
campaign to succeed the late 
president Hugo Chavez. 

The national electoral coun¬ 
cil set the poll date on Saturday 
one day after Nicolas Maduro, 
Chavez's handpicked succes¬ 
sor, was sworn in as acting 
president in a ceremony 
largely boycotted by the oppo¬ 
sition, which slammed it as un¬ 
constitutional. 

Shortly after the date was 
set, the main opposition coali¬ 
tion announced it had unani¬ 
mously chosen Henrique Ca- 
priles, who lost to Chavez in 
the October election, as its 
unity candidate again. 

"We have all recognized 
Henrique Capriles Radonski as 
the person to embody this op¬ 
tion of change," said Ramon 
Guillermo Aveledo, executive 
secretary of the Democratic 
Unity Roundtable (MUD). 

Capriles wrote on Twitter 
that he was "grateful" for the 
offer and would announce 
soon whether he will accept 
the nomination. The Miranda 
state governor was picked by 
the MUD last year in an un¬ 
precedented primary. 

Political hostilities had al¬ 
ready begun just hours after 
Venezuela and more than 30 
foreign leaders gave Chavez a 
rousing state funeral, with 
Maduro railing against the op¬ 
position and capitalism follow¬ 
ing his inauguration. 

Emulating his late mentor's 
combative style, the former 
vice president vowed "absolute 
loyalty" to Chavez before don¬ 
ning the presidential sash, his 
voice cracking as he declared: 
"Sorry for our pain and tears; 
but this presidency belongs to 
our Comandante." 

Before Maduro was sworn 
in, Capriles denounced the in¬ 
auguration as a "constitutional 
fraud" and abuse of power by 
the government. 


The electoral council said 
candidates will be able to re¬ 
gister on Sunday and Monday 
and that the campaign would 
be short, lasting from April 2 
to April 11. 

Chavez will cast a huge 
shadow over the election, 
which will almost coincide 
with a key anniversary in his 
political history. 

The late leader was briefly 
ousted on April 11, 2002, in a 
coup that was organized by the 
chamber of commerce and the 
trade union with the help of 
some military officials. But he 
was restored to power by loyal 
soldiers on April 13 amid po¬ 
pular protests. 

The government plans to 
embalm and preserve Chavez 
"like Lenin" to rest in a glass 
casket "for eternity," a move 
decried by the opposition, 
which claimed that it went 


against the president's wish to 
be buried. 

Thousands of Venezuelans, 
meanwhile, continued to file 
past the open casket of the fire¬ 
brand leader at a military aca¬ 
demy, in a prolonged farewell 
to the man whose socialist re¬ 
volution heightened class ten¬ 
sions in the country of 29 
million. 

Maduro has vowed to press 
on with Chavez's revolution, 
an oil-funded policy that has 
provided massive and popular 
health, education and housing 
programs to the poor while an¬ 
gering the wealthy with expro¬ 
priations and nationalizations. 

A recent survey by pollsters 
Hinterlaces gave Maduro a 14- 
point advantage over Capriles, 
though the opposition leader 
has questioned the firm's relia¬ 
bility in the past. 



NUSAIRAT — AFP photo shows Bedouin boys playing 
along a strip of land in between of a garbage dump and 
a water way in a deprived area of the central Palestinian 
Gaza Strip, close to Nusairat, on March 10, 2013. There 
are around 160,000 Bedouin in Israel, most of whom live 
in and around the Negev desert in the country's arid 
south. 
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International News 

Cardinals celebrate masses 
in Rome ahead of conclave 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) - Car¬ 
dinals set for a conclave this 
week to elect a new leader for 
the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics 
celebrated masses across Rome 
on Sunday, as parishioners 
picked their papal favourites. 

’’This Sunday is also very 
special to us because we are 
preparing for the conclave, the 
Catholic world is united in 
prayer,” US cardinal Sean O’¬ 
Malley, who is seen as a possi¬ 
ble contender for the papacy, 
said in his homily. 

’’Let us pray that the Holy 
Spirit enable the Church to 
choose a new pope who will 
confirm us in our faith and 
make more visible the love of 
the Good Shepherd,” O'Malley 
told parishioners in Santa Maria 
della Vittoria church. 

O'Malley based his homily 
on the Biblical parable of the 
Prodigal Son, who runs away 
from home but is welcomed 
back with open arms by his fa¬ 
ther. 

"People leave the Father, the 
Church, for many reasons — ig¬ 
norance, a poor welcome, neg¬ 
ative experiences, scandals, 
spiritual mediocrity,” he said, in 
apparent reference to a key 


challenge for the Church — ris¬ 
ing secularism. 

Father Stefano Guemelli, 
rector of the ornate Baroque 
church in central Rome told O'¬ 
Malley: ”1 hope this is the last 
time you come here as a cardi¬ 
nal and I hope that if you are 
elected pontiff this will be the 
first church that you visit.” 

The Church's 115 "cardinal 
electors” will meet for a con¬ 
clave in the Sistine Chapel 
starting on Tuesday. The field is 
still seen by Vatican experts as 
wide open but one favourite has 
emerged — Italian cardinal An¬ 
gelo Scola. 

The conservative theologian 
celebrated mass in the Church 
of the Twelve Holy Apostles, 
surrounded by dozens of cam¬ 
eramen and photographers. 

”1 think he is a good man, he 
would be a fine leader to help 
strengthen the Church. I am 
praying for him,” said 69-year- 
old parishioner Maria Bettini. 

Salvatore Merculio, 57, a taxi 
driver, said: "Today is a chance 
to show Cardinal Scola our sol¬ 
idarity as he prepares for the 
conclave, it is a momentous 
event but he has the courage and 
grace to face it with serenity.” 


21 • Tel: 582-1547 • Fax: 582-9877 


Britain, Italy, Greece say hostages 
killed in Nigeria 


LONDON (AFP) - Britain, 
Italy and Greece on Sunday 
said that a claim by a Nigerian 
Islamist group that it had killed 
seven foreign hostages ap¬ 
peared to be true, while Lon¬ 
don denied it had sought to 
stage a rescue. 

Restive northern Nigeria has 
seen scores of people killed 
from Islamist-linked violence, 
but the hostage executions 
marked the deadliest kidnap¬ 
ping targeting foreigners in the 
region in recent memory. 

The Ansaru group on Satur¬ 
day announced the deaths of 
all the expatriates abducted 
from a construction site of 
Lebanese company Setraco on 
February 16 in Bauchi state in 
Nigeria's restive north. 

The group Ansaru said in its 
statement announcing the 



deaths that it carried out the 
executions in part because 
British planes had arrived in 
Nigeria in recent weeks to at¬ 
tempt a rescue, citing local 
media reports. 

Ansaru, considered an off¬ 
shoot of the Nigerian Islamist 
group Boko Haram, backed up 
its claim with "screen captures 
of a forthcoming video show¬ 
ing the dead hostages,” SITE 
Intelligence Group said. 

Nigeria police last month 
said the hostages were four 
Lebanese, one Briton, a Greek 
citizen and an Italian. A com¬ 
pany official later said the 
Middle Eastern hostages in¬ 
cluded two Lebanese and two 
Syrians. 

British Foreign Secretary 
William Hague said all the 
hostages were "likely to have 
been killed” by their captors. 

The Italian foreign ministry 
in a statement branded it "a 
horrific act of terrorism for 
which there is no explanation 
except barbaric and blind vio¬ 
lence.” 

The Greek foreign ministry 
also said the "available infor¬ 
mation suggests that the Greek 
citizen abducted in Nigeria 
alongside six nationals of other 


countries is dead." 

In an email statement sent to 
journalists announcing the kid¬ 
napping two days later, Ansaru 
said the motives were "the 
transgressions and atrocities 
done to the religion of Allah... 
by the European countries in 
many places such as 
Afghanistan and Mali”. 

Ansaru also claimed the De¬ 
cember kidnapping of a French 
engineer in Katsina state, bor¬ 
dering Niger. The victim's 
whereabouts remain unknown. 

Seven members of a French 
family, including four children, 
were also abducted last month 
in Cameroon, and Cameroon 
authorities said they were then 
taken over the border into 
restive northeastern Nigeria. 
Their whereabouts also remain 
unknown. 

Ansaru has appeared to 
focus specifically on kidnap¬ 
ping foreigners, though it has 
not been known to have 
claimed the abduction of the 
French family. 

Nigeria is Africa's most pop¬ 
ulous nation and largest oil 
producer, roughly divided be¬ 
tween a mainly Muslim north 
and predominately Christian 
south. 
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WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 
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Health & Living 


What have we learnt from SARS? 


SARS 2003: deadly virus 

774 deaths reported 

November 2002 - July 2003 



t 


France' 


Thailand 


9 


l_ 

Vietnam 
63 
5 

Malaysia 


China 

5.327 cases 

349 deaths „ 

Hong Kong 

1 1755 

U . 299 

2 -Philippines 

14 


I Infections and deaths 


South Africa \ 


5 or more inlections 


4% 


Singapore 

236 

33 

Less than 5 infections 


PARIS (AFP) - A decade ago, 
a highly contagious and 
deadly new illness sent peo¬ 
ple worldwide scrambling to 
cancel flights and holidays as 
schools closed and sales of 
surgical masks spiked. 

Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) was the 
first ’’new” disease of the 21st 
century to jump from an ani¬ 
mal host to humans, then eas¬ 
ily from one person to 
another. 

It caught the world un¬ 
awares and exposed health 
system weaknesses in an era 
in which people are ever more 
exposed to strange, new 
viruses lurking in hitherto 
undisturbed places. 

The outbreak was con¬ 
tained within months with 
about 800 deaths, settling 
fears of a plague-like global 
wipeout but also yielding im¬ 
portant lessons for the future. 

"The experience from the 
first SARS outbreak is help¬ 
ing us now,” virologist John 
Oxford from the Queen Mary 
University of London told 
AFP. 

The world is currently deal¬ 
ing with another coronavirus 
like the one that caused SARS 
which has killed eight people 


since it was first detected in 
mid-2012. 

The most important lessons 
cited by experts include infor¬ 
mation sharing, rapidly rais¬ 
ing the global alert, and 
finding and containing the 
outbreak source. 

"We have learnt that it is 
important to say what we 
know,” Isabelle Nuttall, direc¬ 
tor of the alert and response 
department at the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
told AFP. 

A lack of communication 
was a key criticism of the 
handling of the 2003 out¬ 
break, with China accused of 
trying to cover it up. 

Since then, the world has 
adopted International Health 
Regulations, said Nuttall, 
which bind all countries to re¬ 
port any severe, new disease 
with spread potential. 

SARS also showed it is 
easy to overreact — millions 
of people were screened at 
airports with little or no suc¬ 
cess. 

Flights were cancelled as 
panic spread, tens of thou¬ 
sands of people were placed 
in quarantine in Asia and 
Canada, and hundreds of 
schools were closed — all 


measures whose usefulness 
are now questioned. 

The World Bank says 
these steps cost the world 
some $54 billion (41 billion 
euros at today's rates), much 
of it in lost tourism revenue. 

In fact, simple hygiene — 
washing your hands and 
masking your cough — 
turned out to be a much more 
effective deterrent, according 
to Oxford. 

"Everyone thought it was 
perhaps bigger than it was,” 
he said of the way SARS was 
handled. 

SARS infected about 
8,000 people around the 
world, claiming most of its 
victims in Hong Kong, Tai¬ 
wan, mainland China, Canada 
and Singapore. 

The first case was detected 
in China's Guangdong 
province in November 2002 
but information about it was 
not released until February 
2003. 

On March 12 that year, the 
WHO issued a global SARS 
alert. By July, it declared the 
outbreak contained. 

We may not be so lucky 
next time, say the experts. 

The odds of a new outbreak 
multiply each year as more 
and more globetrotters are ex¬ 
posed to strange new 
pathogens before going home 
to ever-more-crowded cities 
and towns where disease can 
spread quickly. 

The corona virus that caused 
SARS, for example, is believed 
to have moved from bats, to 
rats to civets — once a popular 
delicacy in southern China. 

SARS was followed by the 
2009-2010 H1N1 "swine flu” 
pandemic, which scientists said 
infected more than a fifth of the 
world's people and may have 
killed as many as 250,000 — 
about the yearly seasonal flu 
toll. 


Possible link found between 
salt, autoimmune disease 



PARIS (AFP) - A high-salt 
diet may be a risk factor for 
autoimmune diseases like mul¬ 
tiple sclerosis (MS), according 
to three papers published in the 
journal Nature on Wednesday. 

Two of the studies showed 
that salt can induce the produc¬ 
tion of aggressive cells in¬ 
volved in autoimmune disease 
development in mice and hu¬ 
mans, while a third indicated 
that mice on high-salt diets de¬ 
velop a type of disease similar 
to human MS. 

The international teams of 
scientists cautioned that these 
are early results that warrant 
further investigation. 

In two studies in mice and 
human cells, scientists showed 
that salt boosted the develop¬ 
ment of a type of immune cell 
known as T helper 17, or Thl7, 
that has been implicated in dis¬ 


eases like MS, psoriasis and 
rheumatoid arthritis. 

Autoimmune diseases de¬ 
velop when the immune sys¬ 
tem attacks rather than 
protects the host. 

Other researchers found 
they could induce more se¬ 
vere forms of autoimmune 
diseases, and at higher rates, 
in mice fed a diet higher in 
salt than others. 

"It's not just salt, of 
course,” said author Vijay 
Kuchroo, co-director of the 
Center for Infection and Im¬ 
munity at the Brigham and 
Women's Hospital in Boston. 

"Salt could be one more 
thing on the list of predispos¬ 
ing environmental factors that 
may promote the development 
of autoimmunity.” 

In a comment on the three 
companion papers, John 
O'Shea of the National Insti¬ 
tute of Arthritis and Muscu¬ 
loskeletal and Skin Diseases in 
Bethesda, Maryland, and Rus¬ 
sel Jones of McGill University 
in Canada, called the findings 
"exciting and provocative”. 

But they reiterated it was 
premature to state that salt 
could cause autoimmune dis¬ 
ease. 

"This work should spur in¬ 
vestigation of tangible links 
between diet and autoimmune 
disease in people,” they wrote. 
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Sci-Tech 


Internet freedom showdown 
looming: US 


GENEVA (AFP) - A number of 
countries are aggressively try¬ 
ing to control the Internet, a top 
US diplomat cautioned, insist¬ 
ing Washington would give no 
ground when it comes to curb¬ 
ing freedoms on the Web. 

The fact that many countries 
appeared to be investing heav¬ 
ily, ’’billions and billions of 
dollars”, in next generation 
surveillance technologies was 
an indication of their intentions 
to clamp down on Internet 
freedoms, Alec Ross, the State 
Department's outgoing senior 
adviser on innovation, told re¬ 
porters in Geneva. 

The clamp-down was com¬ 
ing amid a clear shift of power 
all over the world from gov¬ 
ernments and other state hier¬ 
archies towards citizens and 
networks of citizens, he said 
during his last press conference 
before leaving his government 
position. 

The fear of losing power 
and control was evident at a 
UN gathering in Dubai last De¬ 
cember, where 89 countries 
signed a controversial new 
global treaty on telecom regu¬ 
lations, Ross said, insisting that 
the US refusal to sign that 


treaty should be seen as its "re¬ 
fusal to give any ground on In¬ 
ternet freedom.” 

He said he was "pes¬ 
simistic” about the chances of 
the world's nations quickly 
reaching agreement on what 
they want the Web to look like 
going forward. 

The US, he said, was ag¬ 
gressively working to help en¬ 
sure Internet freedom around 
the world and had invested 
over $ 100 million over the past 
four years in projects aimed at 
helping counter crack-down 
measures from oppressive 
regimes. 

Among the projects was one 
aimed at creating new net¬ 
works when regimes try to 
strangle bandwidth and shut 
down mobile networks when 
they face protests, as was the 
case in Iran and in Egypt dur¬ 
ing the Arab Spring uprisings. 

Another project, Ross said, 
was aimed at helping activists 
who fear arrest and torture to 
quickly wipe clean their mo¬ 
bile phones and transfer their 
data and contact lists to secure 
locations in a cloud to ensure 
their phones aren't used to 
track other activists. 



JAPAN (AFP) - Pictures found in debris of the March 11 
earthquake and tsunami disasters are on display at the 
Tsukidate elementary school in Kesennuma, Miyagi pre¬ 
fecture on March 10, 2013. Today marks the second an¬ 
niversary of the 9.0 magnitude earthquake that sent a 
huge wall of water into the coast of the Tohoku region, 
splintering whole communities, ruining swathes of prime 
farmland and killing nearly 19,000 people. 
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Dust storm shrouds Tokyo in haze 



TOKYO (AFP) - A huge dust 
storm hit Tokyo Sunday, blan¬ 
keting the city with brown dust 
that darkened the skies and 
rapidly transformed what had 
been a clear and sunny day. 

Visibility in the capital dete¬ 
riorated quickly as dry dust par¬ 
ticles whirled through the air. 

Meteorologists said the 
phenomenon was caused by a 


sudden cold front, and was not 
linked with the suffocating 
pollution that hung over the 
Chinese capital Beijing last 
winter. 

"A rapidly developing low 
pressure system in the north 
was moving down south. It 
was bringing a snow storm in 
the north, and strong winds in 
Tokyo and surrounding areas,” 


said a meteorologist at 
the Japan Meteorologi¬ 
cal Agency. 

The phenomenon 
was expected to be tem¬ 
porary, and rain should 
strip the dust from the 
air, he said. 

Japan and other re¬ 
gional countries have 
voiced concern about 
the impact of airborne 
pollution drifting from 
their influential neigh¬ 
bor. 

The toxic haze that 
periodically blankets 
parts of China has been 
blamed on emissions from 
coal burning in power stations 
but also on fumes from vehi¬ 
cles on the traffic-clogged 
streets of the world's largest 
largest auto market. 

Media reports have said that 
environment ministers from 
Japan, China and South Korea 
will meet in May will discuss 
ways to combat air pollution. 
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Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
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INFORMATION 
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Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Come, 
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starting ot 
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www.delteyoruba.com 


Two-bedroom 

available. 


FINANCE 


Ryan: New House Republican 
budget includes ObamaCare 
repeal 


Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan, 
chairman of the House Budget 
Committee, said yesterday that 
his new budget includes the re¬ 
peal of President Obama’s 
health-care reform law known 
as ObamaCare. 

Ryan told “Fox News Sun¬ 
day” that the new proposal will 
make enough cuts to balance 


the federal budget in 10 years, 
compared to his previous one 
that tried to achieve that goal 
in 25 years. 

Ryan said the focus of the 
ObamaCare repeal would be to 
stop the expansion of Medi¬ 
caid, the federal program that 
provides medical services to 
low-income U.S. families. 



MADRID, Spain -- Photo above shows tens of thousands 
of demonstrators marching in dozens of Spanish cities 
yesterday to protest sky-high unemployment , what they 
say is the governments inefficient handling of the eco¬ 
nomy and corruption scandals, including one engulfing 
the royal family. Rallies have been organized in Madrid 
and 60 other cities yesterday by 150 organizations in¬ 
cluding trade unions representing the construction, car 
and teievision industries as well as police and health 
services. Spain's unemployment rate is at a staggering 
26 percent and the economy is immersed in its second 
recession in three years, with many young graduates and 
qualified professionals emigrating to find jobs elsewhere. 
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Wedding budgets blossom 


as economy improves 



CHICAGO — Wedding budg- percent in 2009. 

ets that could break the bank Guest lists are down 


Obama dials 
down 
budget 
blame in 
new tack on 
deficit fight 


WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama said he is 
looking for compromise in the 
coming months to end a two- 
year fight with Congress over 
how to reduce the deficit, 
promising Americans that he 
will try to find common 
ground with lawmakers. 

Turning away from the 
sharp rhetoric he has used in 
recent weeks to blame Repub¬ 
licans for $85 billion in gov¬ 
ernment spending cuts that 
took effect March 1, Obama 
on the weekend highlighted 
how he is working with law¬ 
makers in Congress. 

"The fact is, America is a 
nation of different beliefs and 
different points of view. That's 
what makes us strong, and 
frankly, makes our democratic 
debates messy and often frus¬ 
trating," Obama said. "But ul¬ 
timately what makes us 
special is when we summon 
the ability to see past those 
differences." 

The warm and fuzzy mes¬ 
sage contrasted sharply with 
Obama's radio addresses from 
the past two weeks, when he 
blasted Republicans for pro¬ 
tecting the rich and hurting 
the middle class and accused 
them of "partisan reckless¬ 
ness." 

"We just need Republicans 
in Congress to catch up with 
their own party and the rest of 
the country," he said last 
week. 

But last week, Obama 
turned on a charm offensive, 
having lunch with Paul Ryan, 
the Republican chairman of 
the House Budget Committee 
and the party's 2012 vice pre¬ 
sidential nominee, and dinner 
with a dozen Republican sen¬ 
ators. He described the mee¬ 
ting with senators as "an open 
and honest conversation" that 
he plans to continue thisweek, 
when he plans to visit Capitol 
Hill four times. 

Obama said he will talk 
about immigration reform and 
new gun control proposals in 
the meetings, as well as the 
deficit. His visits come during 
a week when both chambers 
are slated to unveil their 
budget plans for 2014, and the 
Senate also considers ways to 
adjust spending for the rest of 
2013 to try to ease the impact 
of the March 1 "sequester" 
cuts. 


appear to be back in vogue, 
U.S. wedding experts say. 

XO Group Inc., creator of 
leading wedding websites, 
TheKnot.com and Wedding 
Channel.com, said a survey of 
more than 17,500 U.S. brides 
married in 2012, suggests cou¬ 
ples are feeling more comfort¬ 
able spending a boatload of 
cash on their big day. 

The average wedding last 
year cost $28,427, up from 
$27,021 in 2011, and that 
doesn't even include the ho¬ 
neymoon. The survey found 
about 1 in 8 brides (13 percent) 
are spending more than 
$40,000 on their nuptials, and 
nearly 1 in 4 (23 percent) said 
they didn't even have a budget. 

"In 2011, budgets increased 
for the first time since the eco¬ 
nomic downturn, and this past 
year, in 2012, we saw that 
wedding budgets are continu¬ 
ing to rise even more and to an 
all-time high since 2008," Car- 
ley Roney, co-founder of The- 
Knot, said. "Couples are 
increasingly less concerned 
with the economy and are 
comfortable investing more 
than ever in the once-in-a-life- 
time experience of planning 
their wedding and making it a 
fabulous experience for their 
guests." 

Of the brides who were sur¬ 
veyed, 26 percent said the 
economy affected their wed¬ 
ding spending, compared to 34 


slightly but spending is up as 
today's brides and grooms dig 
deeper into their pockets to 
provide a picture-perfect 
weekend of events to surround 
the ceremony. Average wed¬ 
ding cost per guest increased to 
$204, compared to $194 in 
2009. Couples are spending 
more on rehearsal dinners and 
morning-after brunches. The 
survey found 27 percent of 
brides are providing shuttles 
and buses for their guests. 

The most expensive place 
in the United States, not sur¬ 
prisingly, was Manhattan, 
where brides spent an average 
$76,678. The least expensive 
weddings were found in 
Alaska, but even those events 
cost an average of $15,504. 

A wedding dress last year 
cost an average of $1,211, up 
$90 from the previous year. 


SATURDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 
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BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


lUAUT"* 


UNICASA PALM BEACH #184 

J ■ w " 7; TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Supermarket k Grand Victo rr^ Rcs1aurant 

p'W jv MmW* Close to the traffic lights 
Opening hours: 0^ and high rise hotel area. 

, Mohday,/Saturday 8a^mr- A 12midnight / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 


umcasa 

SUPERMARKET 












qUOHS^ 

f^To'NVOCH 


NiQSS 


_ 




73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


SXSW film opener sees 
return of Jim Carrey 


AUSTIN (AFP) - Rubber-faced comic Jim Carrey returned 
to the big screen in fan-pleasing form Friday by way of 
the opening feature of the South by Southwest (SXSW) 
film festival. Fans of Carrey filled the vintage Paramount 
cinema with hoots of laughter at a movie that, unusally 
for contemporary male-oriented Hollywood adult come¬ 
dies, kept tasteless humor to a reasonably bearable min¬ 
imum. This year's lineup of SXSW films includes a Fede 
Alvaraz remake of Sam Raimi's 1981 horror classic "The 
Evil Dead," the comedy crime drama "Spring Breakers" 
starring Vanessa Hudgens and Selena Gomaz as bikini- 
clad restaurant robbers, and a raft of independent docu¬ 
mentaries. 


Bieber cancels 
one of two 
Portugal dates 

LISBON (AFP) - Canadian 
teen heartthrob Justin 
Bieber has cancelled one 
of two scheduled concerts 
in Portugal next week, just 
after completing what he 
admitted had been a 
rough week in London, 
promoters said Saturday. 

The 19-year-old said he 
had had a "rough week" 
and was "human" follow¬ 
ing the foul-mouthed con¬ 
frontation with a paparazzi 
cameraman in London. 

Bieber was forced to 
halt a London show for 20 
minutes on Thursday 
night after complaining of 
being "light of breath" and 
was later taken to hospi¬ 
tal. a few days, the 19- 
year-old pop sensation 
angered some of his fans 
for being late on stage, 
then suffered a health 
scare and was involved in 
a foul-mouthed confronta¬ 
tion with a photographer. 

Musicpromoters 
"Everything is new" said 
on their website that 
Bieber cancelled his Tues¬ 
day Lisbon concert "due 
to unforeseen circum¬ 
stances", but insisted the 
teen idol was still keen to 
perform on Monday. 

A Portuguese newspa¬ 
per had said that, while 
the first date was sold out, 
ticket sales had been sus¬ 
pended for the second 
night due to insufficient 
demand. 
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'Oz' conjures up N. 
America box office magic 



LOS ANGELES (AFP)-Big- 
budget 3D fantasy adventure 
flick "Oz the Great and Power¬ 
ful” debuted atop the North 
American box office with a 
huge $80.3 million in weekend 
ticket sales, industry estimates 
showed Sunday. 

Starring James Franco as a 
circus magician who ends up 
on the Yellow Brick Road, 
”The Wizard of Oz” prequel 
easily topped last week's 
leader, "Jack the Giant Slayer,” 
according to box office tracker 
Exhibitor Relations. 

"Jack,” which stars 
Nicholas Hoult in the title role 
as a young farmhand battling 
giants to save a princess, 
brought in $10 million in its 
second week, more than 
enough to keep it in second 
place but a sharp drop from its 
debut. 

"Identity Thief,” a comedy 
starring Melissa McCarthy and 
Jason Bateman, dropped a peg 
to third, with $6.3 million in 
receipts in its fifth week in the¬ 
aters for total earnings of 
$116.5 million. 

"Dead Man Down,” a crime 
drama starring Colin Ferrell 


and Noomi Rapace, debuted in 
fourth place, picking up $5.35 
million. 

Action film "Snitch” star¬ 
ring Dwayne "The Rock” 
Johnson slipped to fifth with 
$5.1 million in weekend sales. 
Not far behind at $5.06 million 
was comedy ”21 & Over,” 
which fell from third to sixth 
place in its second week out. 

"Safe Haven” and "Silver 
Linings Playbook” held on in 
seventh and eighth place, re¬ 
spectively. 

A romantic drama adapted 
from a novel by Nicholas 
Sparks, "Safe Haven” made 
$3.8 million, while "Silver 
Linings,” with Oscar-winner 
Jennifer Lawrence and 
Bradley Cooper, garnered $3.7 
million. 

Animated kids movie "Es¬ 
cape from Planet Earth,” 
earned $3.2 million, putting it 
in ninth place after four weeks 
in theaters. 

Horror sequel "The Last Ex¬ 
orcism Part II,” dropped to 
10th place in its second week 
with a box office take of $3.1 
million. 



ALHAURIN EL GRANDE, SPAIN (AFP) - A picture taken 
on March 5, 2013 shows a mare and her foal grazing at 
the Association CyD Santamaria, in Alhaurin el Grande, 
near Malaga. In Spain's boom years, they were a rich 
family's status symbol: pet horses to ride at the week¬ 
end. Now abandoned in the crisis, they are plodding in 
their tens of thousands to the slaughterhouse. At the end 
of a bumpy country lane in southern Andalucia, Spain's 
farming and horse-rearing heartland, Virginia Solera 
helps run a shelter for the luckier cast-offs - victims, 
along with millions of citizens, of Spain's abrupt eco¬ 
nomic downturn. 
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Excellent dining, charming ambiance and a breathtaking 
view found only at La Trattoria El Faro Blanco 



willing to help you stay within 
your budget. 

Many have taken note of 
this singular location as the 
place to go for that memorable 
romantic meal, and their reser¬ 


lunch stop while touring, ser¬ 
ving from 11:00 AM to 3:00 
PM, after which visitors can 
enjoy a light snack from their 
Pizza Mini Menu until 6:00 
PM when they officially open 


Stunning sunset 


Over twenty years ago, a very 
clever person had the idea of 
placing a cozy little restaurant 
on the top of the cliff adjacent 
to the California Lighthouse, 
offering the most stunning 
view of Aruba imaginable. La 
Trattoria el Faro Blanco took 
over the location some years 
ago, and the restaurant’s quaint 
trappings, superb selection and 
amenable staff has made it a 
one of the island’s most popu¬ 
lar dining spots ever since. 


Savoring the sight of a 
spectacular Aruban sunset and 
the tiered layout of the eatery 
also makes it the ideal spot for 
marking a special occasion, 
such as an anniversary or a 
marriage proposal, as well as a 
perfect venue for weddings or 
a celebratory party. An exten¬ 
sive and diverse menu and 
wine list allows those planning 
a special festivity will be able 
to devise a memorable event 
and management is ready and 



Risotto Frutti de Mare 


for dinner, until 11:00 PM. 

All these aspects of charm¬ 
ing surroundings, dining al 
fresco with a breathtaking 
view (or in their enclosed air- 
conditioned dining room, if 
you prefer) and fine food 
makes La Trattoria El Faro the 
single dining experience that 
must not be missed before de¬ 
parting Aruba. Reservations 
can be made by calling 586 
0786 or 586-0787, or via e 
mail link at their website, 
www.aruba-latrattoria.com, 
where you can peruse their lat¬ 
est menu, as Chef Alberto is 
always devising some tasty 
new specialty to take advan¬ 
tage of what is fresh for the 
season. 


vation staff reports a waiting 
list for the rail tables that offer 
the best unobstructed view, 
recommending reservations 
well in advance if this is im¬ 
portant to you. 

The restaurant is now open 
from early in the day for re¬ 
freshments, and is the perfect 




Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners in reality do 
not spend a great amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the island,” 
he remarked, “but I am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations. Gold Coast is 
in the heart of Malmok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba’s most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is only 
minutes to the best beaches 



and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 
away; we are very pleased by 
the response to our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years. “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home in Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 


Gold Coast Aruba which when 
complete will be a community 
of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas , The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
2013. It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement’s rental services pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 


demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, airy and spacious, taking 
foil advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes. 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor to their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 


investment. To further en¬ 
hance this, Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
number of in-house services 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast’s 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful in as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas; 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when it is time to 
make a decision. Aside from 
all this, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
and refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, which can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 
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Pistorius 
'on verge of 
suicide', 
says close 
friend 

LONDON (AFP) - Oscar Pis¬ 
torius is a broken man "on the 
verge of suicide" as he fights a 
charge of premeditated mur¬ 
der, a friend of the Paralympic 
star has said. 

Pistorius stands accused of 
murdering his girlfriend Reeva 
Steenkamp on Valentine's Day, 
in a case that rocked the na¬ 
tion. 

The 26-year-old South 
African, who has won six gold 
medals at the Paralympics, 
claims he shot her through a 
bathroom door thinking she 
was an intruder. 

Speaking in the upcoming 
BBC3 documentary "Oscar 
Pistorius: What Really Hap¬ 
pened?", close friend Mike 
Azzie said the star was "a bro¬ 
ken man" since the incident, 
and his state of mind has wors¬ 
ened since he was tasked with 
selling his racehorses to raise 
money to pay for his spiralling 
legal fees. 

Azzie also said Pistorius, 
who is out on bail, regularly 
talks about Steenkamp as he 
awaits his next court appear¬ 
ance on June 4. 

"He just always seems to 
mention Reeva and to ask us to 
pray for her and her family," 
Azzie said. 

"He has no confidence in his 
tone of voice and he is just a 
man that is almost like some¬ 
one that is walking around in 
circles and doesn't know where 
he is going. 

"I would say that, just 
speaking to him, that he is a 
broken man and that I would 
go as far to say that he would 
be on the verge of suicide. It 
really worries me." 

According to the documen¬ 
tary makers, Mentorn Media, 
police in Johannesburg said 
they have requested all records 
of phone calls and messages 
exchanged between Pistorius 
and Steenkamp on the day she 
was killed. 

Officers added they were 
also sifting through a "mas¬ 
sive" number of texts on 
Steenkamp's phone, producers 
said. 

There are no plans for police 
to enter into a plea bargain 
with Pistorius's legal team for 
a lesser charge, the show's 
makers claimed. 

The documentary, will air 
today. 
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Baseball: Champs Japan wins, reach 
final round 



TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's 
World Baseball Classic title 
defence roared into life Sun¬ 
day when they hammered the 
Netherlands 16-4 to secure a 
spot in the final round in San 
Francisco. 

The two-time defending 
champions smashed six home 
runs at Tokyo Dome to floor 
the Dutch, who earlier upset 
South Korea and will now play 
Cuba, whom they have already 
beaten in the second round, in 
a play-off today. 

Japan, missing their Major 
League stars and with a coach 
under pressure from domestic 
media, lost to Cuba during the 
first round and they struggled 
to an extra-inning win against 
Taiwan in their opening game 
of round two. 

But on yesterday, opening 
batter Takashi Toritani hit a 


PHOENIX (AFP) - Puerto 
Rico and the Dominican Re¬ 
public booked berths in the 
second round of the World 
Baseball Classic while 
Canada battled its way past 
Mexico in a game marred by a 
ninth-inning brawl. 

Michael Saunders went 
four-for-four and Justin 
Morneau drove in three runs 
as Canada routed Mexico 10- 
3 in a Pool D contest that saw 
seven players ejected follow¬ 
ing a benches-clearing fight. 

One of those was Mexican 
pitcher Arnold Leon who 
drilled Canadian batter Rene 
Tosoni in the right scapula, 
leading to the brawl with 
Canada leading 9-3 in the top 


solo homer in the first inning, 
and then Nobuhiro Matsuda 
and Seiichi Uchikawa cracked 
two more in the second to put 
Japan 6-0 up, while pitcher 
Kenta Maeda shut out the first 
five innings. 

Atsunori Inaba, with a solo 
homer, and Yoshio Itoi, with a 
three-run homer, stretched the 


of the ninth inning. 

The wild scene came mo¬ 
ments after Canadian catcher 
Chris Robinson began the in¬ 
ning with a bunt single. That 
prompted Mexico third base- 
man Luis Cruz to apparently 
tell Leon to throw at the next 
batter, Tosoni. 

After being hit, Tosoni 
walked towards the mound 
and both benches emptied. 
Cruz, who plays for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, threw the 
first punch at a Canadian 
player and the fists started fly¬ 
ing. Cruz was not thrown out 
of the game. 

Canada pitching coach 
Denis Boucher was hit in the 
face by a bottle thrown by 


lead at 10-0 by the fourth inning. 

Captain Shinnosuke Abe 
and Matsuda hit a double each 
in the following two innings to 
add two runs, while starting 
pitcher Maeda gave just one 
hit and struck out nine batters 
in his five innings. 

In the sixth inning, 
Wladimir Balentien hit a dou- 


Mexican fans who were stand¬ 
ing behind the dugout hurling 
objects at the players and 
coaches, including baseballs. 

Walker said he tried to act 
as a peacemaker and at the 
height of the brawl he grabbed 
Mexico's Alfredo Aceves, who 
plays for the Boston Red Sox. 

By the time play resumed, 
four Mexican players, Leon, 
Oliver Perez, Eduardo 
Arredondo and Aceves, and 
three Canadian players, 
Tosoni, Pete Orr and Jay John¬ 
son had been thrown out. 

Tournament officials said 
they would review the inci¬ 
dent to see if further penalties 
like suspensions were war¬ 
ranted. 


ble to get three runs for the 
Netherlands and Andruw 
Jones added another with a 
single off relief pitcher Tetsuya 
Utsumi to reduce the deficit to 
12-4 and raise brief hopes of a 
comeback. 

But Hayato Sakamoto fired 
a grand slam for a 16-4 lead in 
the seventh, and closer 
Hideaki Wakui shut out the 
bottom inning to bring the 
game to an early halt under the 
mercy rule. 

Japan beat Taiwan 4-3 in an 
extra inning on Friday after Tori¬ 
tani returned home on a single 
hit by Hirokazu Ibata for 3-3. 

Japan are now assured of a 
berth in this month's four-team 
final series, featuring two sides 
from the Asian grouping and 
two more from pools in Puerto 
Rico and Arizona. 



Baseball: Fists fly in Canada win, 
Puerto Rico advances 
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Tenniss Nadal triumphant 
in hard-court return 


Football: Ronaldo double sees 
Madrid past Celta Vigo 



INDIAN WELLS (AFP) - 
Rafael Nadal made a tri¬ 
umphant return to hard-court 
tennis on Saturday, booking 
his third-round berth at Indian 
Wells with a straight-sets vic¬ 
tory over American Ryan Har¬ 
rison. 

Seeded only fifth in a tour¬ 
nament he won in 2007 and 
2009, Nadal was nevertheless 
squarely in the spotlight as he 
played his first hard-court 
match in 346 days. 

After a few tense moments 
in the opening set, he came 
through with flying colors, 
beating 73rd-ranked American 
Harrison 7-6 (7/3), 6-2 in one 
hour and 33 minutes. 

Nadal was sidelined for 
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seven months recovering from 
a left-knee injury. The former 
world No. 1 got his comeback 
off to a blazing start with three 
clay-court tournaments in 
Latin America, with one run¬ 
ner-up finish and two titles. 

But he had not played a 
hard-court event since pulling 
out in Miami with left knee 
tendinitis last March, and he 
had not been sure he would be 
ready to test the knee on the 
punishing cement this month. 

Nadal moved closer to a 
projected quarter-final match¬ 
up with old foe Roger Federer, 
the defending champion who 
cruised into the third round 
with a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
Uzbekistan’s Denis Istomin. 

Federer wrapped up the 
match in 57 minutes and did 
not face a break point. 

The Swiss great, seeded sec¬ 
ond behind world No. 1 Novak 
Djokovic, is seeking a first 
tournament triumph of 2013 
after being denied title repeats 
at Rotterdam and Dubai. 


MADRID (AFP) - AFP) - 
Barcelona assistant manager 
Jordi Roura was delighted fi¬ 
nally to keep a clean sheet as 
the Catalans extended their lead 
at the top of the table to 14 
points with a 2-0 win over De- 
portivo la Coruna on Saturday 
night. 

With a huge game to come 
against AC Milan in the Cham¬ 
pions League on Tuesday, 
Roura named a much-changed 
side with Lionel Messi only 
starting on the bench. 

However, after Alexis 
Sanchez had given Barca a de¬ 
served half-time lead, Messi 
came on and sealed the three 
points with a lovely finish two 
minutes from time to extend his 


MADRID (AFP) - Real 
Madrid registered their sixth 
consecutive victory in all com¬ 
petitions as two goals from 
Cristiano Ronaldo led them to 
a 2-1 victory over Celta Vigo. 

Despite dominating for long 
spells in the first-half, Madrid 
couldn’t find a way past Celta 
goalkeeper Javi Varas until just 
after the hour mark when 
Ronaldo swept home a loose 
ball from close range. 

Jose Mourinho again choose 
to rotate his side after their 2- 
1 victory against Manchester 
United in midweek with only 
Lopez, Sami Khedira, Mesut 
Ozil and Ronaldo retaining 
their places in the side. 

Ronaldo’s two goals upped 
his league total to 26, 
equalling the amount of goals 
that Celta Vigo has scored as a 
club this season. 

It took some time for 
Madrid to alter the scoreboard, 
but it came in the 60th minute 
in usual fashion. A deep rip 
couldn't find its way through a 


scoring streak in the league to 
17 matches. 

It was ending an unwanted 
streak that Roura was most 
pleased with though as Barca 
didn't concede for the first time 
in 14 games stretching back to 
early January. 

Depor meanwhile remain 
rooted to the foot of the table 
and it was easy to see why as 
they failed to create even one 
clear-cut opening against a 
makeshift Barca side. 

The Galicians are eight 
points off safety and having 
won only three games so far 
this season, manager Fernando 
Vazquez believes they have to 
win seven of their remaining 11 
to survive. 


clump of players, but it just so 
happened to stop right in front 
of Ronaldo, who finished it 
past the goalkeeper. 

Madrid's defense was far 
from effective in the second 
half, as Celta Vigo were push¬ 
ing the ball down their throats 
at will. Much of that has to fall 
on Pepe, the central leader of 
the defense. 

. Celta's notable forward 
proved to be pesky for the 
Madrid backs all throughout 
the second half, and it paid off 
as he got his side on the score- 
board in the 62nd minute with 


Deportivo's chances of sur¬ 
vival weren't helped by a sec¬ 
ond consecutive win for 
Mallorca as two goals from 
Alejandro Alfaro gave them a 
2-1 victory over Sevilla. 

Alvaro Negredo had briefly 
levelled for Sevilla in the sec¬ 
ond-half but Alfaro's winner 24 
minutes from time moves Gre¬ 
gorio Manzano's men to within 
a point of safety. 

Malaga, who are also in 
Champions League action in 
midweek as they try to overturn 
a 1-0 deficit against Porto, re¬ 
main in fourth after a 1-1 draw 
away to Valladolid, whilst Rayo 
Vallecano kept up their hopes 
of qualifying for Europe with a 
2-0 win over Espanyol. 


a shot that tipped in off a de¬ 
fender. 

He had many chances later 
on to tie up the contest, but 
couldn't get one past despite 
having himself a solid match 
overall. 

Madrid will play next 
against Mallorca at home Sat¬ 
urday, while Vigo travels to 
Deportivo to play a Friday 
match. 



ON 15ATVALOCAL 


NBC LICENSEE 

WEEKNIGHTS 7:15 PM 


Football: Alexis and Messi goals 
see Barca past Depor 
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Boxings Hopkins makes 
boxing history at 48 


Boxing: Mendez takes 
IBF junior-lightweight 
title 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Bernard 
Hopkins became the oldest 
boxer to win a major world 
championship,breaking his 
own record by beating Tavoris 
Cloud at the age of 48. 

Hopkins scored a unani¬ 
mous 12-round decision to de¬ 
throne Cloud, who is 17 years 
his junior, for the International 
Boxing Federation's light- 
heavyweight title and beat his 
own record. 

"The 40 and up club still 
rules," Hopkins said. "I got a 
history. I got a history of de¬ 
stroying young champions and 
you never seen them again." 

Hopkins, who goes by the 
nickname 'The Executioner' 
was 46 in 2011 when he beat 


Canada's Jean Pascal to win 
the World Boxing Council 
light-heavyweight crown. 

Now 25 years after his first 
professional fight, Hopkins 
made history again in his 31st 
championship bout. 

Hopkins won on all three 
judges scorecards, 117-111, 
116-112 and 116-112 against 
the previously unbeaten Cloud 
at the Barclays Center arena in 
Brooklyn, New York. 

He connected on 41 percent 
of his overall punches and 
landed 110 out of 227 power 
punches. 

Hopkins landed one of his 
best punches in the sixth 
round which opened a nasty 
cut over the left eye of fellow 


American Cloud, who was 
making his fifth title defence. 

His trainers worked to close 
the cut between rounds but 
each time they did it would 
start bleeding again in the mid¬ 
dle of the later rounds as sea¬ 
son-veteran Hopkins focused 
on it. 

Cloud threw 650 total 
punches to Hopkins 417 but he 
found himself in trouble in the 
ring after the cut. 

Referee Earl Brown ruled it 
to have come from an acciden¬ 
tal headbutt, but TV replays 
showed Hopkins did the dam¬ 
age with a well-timed left up¬ 
percut. 

Hopkins, a former two-divi¬ 
sion champ, joked in the ring 
afterwards that he plans to 
fight another five years, well 
into his 50s. 

Hopkins beat Pascal to be¬ 
come the oldest to win a major 
title, surpassing legendary 
heavyweight George Fore¬ 
man's mark of 45. Hopkins 
improves to 53-6 with two 
drawn and 32 knockouts. 

Cloud, who was only 6 years 
old when Hopkins first stepped 
in the ring, drops to 24-1. 

Hopkins had not fought 
since dropping a 12-round ma¬ 
jority decision to Chad Daw¬ 
son in April 2012. 


COSTA MESA (AFP) - Do¬ 
minican fighter Argenis 
Mendez captured the Interna¬ 
tional Boxing Federation jun¬ 
ior lightweight title on 
Saturday by knocking out 
Mexico's Juan Carlos Salgado 
in the fourth round. 

Mendez avenged a 2011 
loss to Salgado in his only 
prior world title bout by land¬ 
ing a hard left to the head and 
sending the champion to the 
canvas, where he was called 
out 45 seconds into the fourth 
round. 

Mendez, who also sent Sal¬ 
gado to the canvas in the open¬ 
ing round with a hard right to 
the jaw, improved to 21-2 with 


his 11th career stoppage inside 
the distance while Salgado fell 
to 26-2 with one drawn. 

Salgado defeated Mendez 
by unanimous decision in 
2011 to claim the vacant title 
and he had defended the 
crown twice last year, both by 
unanimous decisions, most re¬ 
cently over Argentina's 
Jonathan Victor Bargos last 
August. 

Mendez won for the third 
time since losing to Salgado, 
having taken a unanimous de¬ 
cision over Mexico's Matin 
Honorio last July to book him¬ 
self another chance at the 
throne. 
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